
  

 

Gary CSC School District 

English Language Arts Standards Guide 

Indiana Academic State Standards 

Grade: 7  Unit : Journeys and Survival  
  

Quarter 2:  Week 1-Week 4 Quarter _2__ District Benchmarks Week 1-Week 4 Suggested Anchor Text(s) 

  

 

The Cay by Theodore Taylor 

“Mother to Son” by Langston Hughes 

A Long Walk to Freedom (excerpt)by Nelson Mandela 

The Noble Experiment (excerpt) by Jackie Robinson 

(from the autobiography “I Never Had It Made”) 

 
Big Ideas Essential Questions  (Incorporate Real World Connections) 

Perseverance can be found within and help individuals through the most 

challenging times, environments, and situations.  What we learn about 

ourselves through these journeys is a valuable lesson.   

How do individuals survive in challenging times/environments? Why do individuals take risks and 

what are some of the possible consequences?  

 “I Can Statements” 

 

ISTEP Level 

�+ � �- 

• (7.RL.2.1)  I can cite several pieces of text evidence to support analysis of what a text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. *   

• (7.RL.2.2 )  I can analyze the development of a theme or central idea over the course of a work of literature. 

• (7.RL.2.2 )  I can provide a detailed summary that supports the analysis. 
*   

• (7.RL.2.3) I can analyze the interaction of elements in a work of literature (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot).  *   

• (7.RN.2.1)  I can cite several pieces of text evidence to support analysis of what a text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. *   

• (7.RN.2.2) I can analyze the development of two or more central ideas over the course of a text. 

• (7.RN.2.2) I can provide a detailed, objective summary of the text.  
*   

• (7.RN.2.3) I can analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or 

how individuals influence ideas or events). 
*   

• (7.RV.2.1) I can use context to determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases. *   

• (7.RV.2.2) I can use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonym/antonym) to better understand each of the words.  *  
• (7.RV.2.5) I can use reference materials, both print and digital (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, style guide), to find the pronunciation of a word or 

determine or clarify its precise meaning, part of speech, or origin. 
  * 

• (7.RV.3.1) I can determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in works of literature, including figurative and connotative 

meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds within a story, poem, or play. 
 *  

• (7.RV.3.2) I can determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a nonfiction text, including figurative, connotative, and 

technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 
 *  



  

• (7.W.3.3) I can write narrative compositions. My writing will: 

1. Engage the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or characters. 

2. Organize an event sequence that unfolds logically, using a variety of transition words to show sequence and signal shifts from one time 

frame or setting to another. 

3. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

4. Use precise words and phrases, descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and events. 

5. Provide an ending that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events. 

*   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do (Verb) Skill (Noun) How? Instructional Strategies 
Cite (7.RL.2.1,7.RN.2.1)   

 

What a text says explicitly 

 

By referring to details and examples from the text. 

 

Questioning  

Text Mapping 

Cooperative learning 

Analyze(7.RL.2.2,7.RL.2.3

7.RN.2.2,7.RN.2.3 ) 

Key details from the text By referring to details and examples from the text. Questioning 

Small group guided practice 

Graphic organizers 

Quick writes 

Determine(7.RV.2.1) 

 

  

Meaning of words By using context clues  Modeling through think alouds  

Graphic organizers 

Sorting activities 

Write(7.W.3.3) A narrative composition By introducing narrator/characters, organizing an event 

sequence, using techniques such as dialogue, pacing, 

description and reflection; using precise words/phrases; 

providing an ending.  

 

Narrative writing graphic organizer  

Guided Practice  

Modeling 

Subgroups Differentiation/Scaffolding 

� English 

Learners 

Identify cognates as they pertain to discussion/reading selections.  Identify multiple meaning words from text.  Provide visual representation of 

unfamiliar terms when available.  Activate/build background knowledge through introduction of lesson(s) that incorporate both discussion and visuals. 

Model proper responses both oral and written.   

� Tier I (Below) Activate/build background knowledge through discussion and providing visuals.  Have students represent their understanding through various modes: 

orally, written, and non-linguistic representations.  Implementation of cooperative learning small group learning activities.  

� Tier II (On) Use of graphic organizers and active engagement learning strategies.  Implementation of small group learning activities.  

� Tier III (GATE) Extend learning activities to incorporate creation /real world application relative to the topic/theme. 
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Reading Selection(s):  Unit 3- Journeys and Survival 
Suggested Anchor Texts:  Text Complexity Range: 

7th Grade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cay by Theodore Taylor 

�Literary 

860L 

A Long Walk to Remember(excerpt) 

by Nelson Mandela 

 �Informational 

Lexile N/A 

 

“Mother to Son” by Langston 

Hughes 

�Literary 

790L 

“The Nobel Experiment”(excerpt) by 

Jackie Robinson 

�Informational 

Lexile N/A 

 

The story of Phillip, a boy living on the 

island of Curacao off the island of 

Venezuela during World War II. As he 

and his mother are trying to escape 

the war and head back to their home 

in Virginia. The ship they are riding on 

sinks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mandela explains his shifting 

understandings of freedom based on 

different stages in his life. Mandela 

explain how his perceptions of 

freedom evolved from wanting 

freedom for just himself to fighting 

for freedom for others, and 

concluding that denying freedom to 

others robs the oppressors of their 

own freedom. 

A mother’s words to her son in 

which she instructs him not to go 

back down the stairs even if he 

thinks climbing is hard. He should 

try not to fall because his mother is 

still going, still climbing. 

This excerpt from Jackie Robinson’s 

autobiography, I Never Had It Made, 

begins with the history behind Branch 

Rickey’s plan to integrate major league 

baseball.  During his stint as a college 

baseball coach, Mr. Rickey witnessed 

first-hand discrimination against a 

black baseball player who was not 

allowed to stay at the same hotel as 

his teammates.  The events had 
devastating effects on the player and 

made a lasting impact on Branch 

Rickey.   

Self-Selected Text (teacher):  

Suggested Supporting Media (e.g., Web addresses/URLs that support the implementation of your unit) 

http://www.mrsbaltsas.net/ec_nelsonmandelaslongwalkto.pdf 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NYPrtOikD_4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gNnVdlvodTQ 

http://www.oocities.org/uawildctk/index.html 

 
Cross-Curricular Connections 

 
Science Social Studies Mathematics 

Research how to use environmental features to help locate 

what area of the world you might be stranded in.  

Research the Oregon Trail journey conditions and design a 

wagon that will help children during this time period survive 

this journey.  

Calculate survival time given a specific set of resources when 

stranded in a deserted area.  
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