
  

 

Gary CSC School District 

English Language Arts Standards Guide 

Indiana Academic State Standards 

Grade: 7  Unit : Conflict/Resolution 

  

Quarter 1:  Week 5-Week 9 Quarter _1__ District Benchmarks Week 5-Week 9 Suggested Anchor Text(s) 

  

 

Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen 

Before We Were Free by Julia Alvarez 

Little Rock Girl, 1957 by Shelley Maria Tougas 

“Can Violent Criminals Help Troubled Teens” by 

Kristen Lewis 

 
Big Ideas Essential Questions  (Incorporate Real World Connections) 

Conflict is a part of life that is instrumental to growth. Conflicts can be good or 

bad depending on how we deal with it.  

How do individuals deal with conflict? Why do conflicts bring about change? How might 

acknowledging multiple points of view help resolve conflict? 

 “I Can Statements” 

 

ISTEP Level 

�+ � �- 

• (7.RL.3.1)  I can analyze how a work of literature's structural elements such as subplots, parallel episodes, climax, and conflicts contribute to 

the meaning and plot. 
*   

• (7.RL.3.2)  I can analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a work of literature *   

• (7.RL.4.1) I can compare and contrast a written story, play or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version. 

• (7.RL.4.1) I can analyze the effects of techniques unique to each medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a film). 
  * 

• (7.RL.4.2) I can compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a means 

of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history. 
 *  

• (7.RN.3.2) I can analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to the 

development of the ideas. 
*   

• (7.RN.3.3) I can determine an author’s perspective or purpose in a text, and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position from the 

positions of others. 
*   

• (7.RN.4.1) I can trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text.  

• (7.RN.4.1) I can assess whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims, noting instances of 

bias and stereotyping. 

*   

• (7.RN.4.2) I can compare and contrast print or digital text to an audio, video, or multimedia version of the text. 

• (7.RN.4.2) I can analyze each medium’s portrayal of the subject (e.g., how the delivery of a speech affects the impact of the words). 
  * 

• (7.RN.4.3) I can analyze how two or more authors writing about the same topic shape their presentations of key information by emphasizing 

different evidence or different interpretations of facts. 
 *  

• (7.RV.2.1) I can use context to determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases. *   

• (7.RV.2.2) I can use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonym/antonym, analogy) to better understand each of the words.  *  



  

• (7.RV.2.3) I can distinguish among the connotations of words with similar denotations.  *  

• (7.RV.2.4) I can use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of words.  *  

• (7.RV.2.5) I can use reference materials, both print and digital (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, style guide), to find the pronunciation of a word or 

determine or clarify its precise meaning, part of speech, or origin. 
  * 

• (7.RV.3.1) I can determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in works of literature, including figurative and connotative 

meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds within a story, poem, or play. 
 *  

• (7.RV.3.2) I can determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a nonfiction text, including figurative, connotative, and 

technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 
 *  

• (7.RV.3.3) I can interpret figures of speech in context.   * 
• (7.W.3.1) I can write arguments in a variety of forms. My writing will: 

1. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and use appropriate organizational structures. 

2. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of 

the topic or text. 

3. Establish and maintain a consistent style and tone appropriate to purpose and audience. 

4. Use effective transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons, and evidence. 

5. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

*   

Do (Verb) Skill (Noun) How? Instructional Strategies 
Analyze(7.RL.3.1,7.RL.3.2

7.RN.3.2) 

Structural elements 

Author’s point of view 

 

By referring to specific textual details as evidence. Modeling 

Questioning 

Small group guided practice 

Graphic organizers 

Quick writes 

Compare/Contrast(7.RL.

4.1, 7.RN.4.2) 

Print text to other medium  By identifying similarities/differences and the 

effectiveness of each. 

Questioning 

Compare/Contrast Graphic organizers 

Text Mapping 

Determine(7.RN.3.2, 

7.RV.3.2) 

 

  

Author’s perspective/purpose 

Meaning of words/phrases  

By referring to and analyzing specific textual details as 

evidence. 

   

Modeling through think alouds  

Graphic organizers 

Dialogue journal 

Evaluate(7.RN.4.1) Argument/specific claim By referring to specific textual details and supporting 

evidence along with providing commentary on 

effectiveness.  

Modeling 

Questioning 

Text Mapping 

Graphic Organizers 

Interpret(7.RV.3.3) Figures of speech in context By citing specific supporting textual details Modeling through think aloud 

Questioning 

Graphic Organizers 

Write(7.W.3.1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arguments By introduction claims, acknowledging counter claims, 

supporting claims with reasoning/commentary, 

maintaining a tone, using effective transitions, and 

providing a conclusion.  

 

 

Modeling 

Text Mapping  

Guided Practice 

Writing outline creation 

Graphic Organizers  

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subgroups Differentiation/Scaffolding 

� English 

Learners 

Identify cognates as they pertain to discussion/reading selections.  Identify multiple meaning words from text.  Provide visual representation of 

unfamiliar terms when available.  Activate/build background knowledge through introduction of lesson(s) that incorporate both discussion and visuals. 

Model proper responses both oral and written.   

� Tier I (Below) Activate/build background knowledge through discussion and providing visuals.  Have students represent their understanding through various modes: 

orally, written, and non-linguistic representations.  Implementation of cooperative learning small group learning activities.  

� Tier II (On) Use of graphic organizers and active engagement learning strategies.  Implementation of small group learning activities.  

� Tier III (GATE) Extend learning activities to incorporate creation /real world application relative to the topic/theme. 
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Reading Selection(s):  Unit 2- Conflict/Resolution 
Suggested Anchor Texts:  Text Complexity Range: 

7th Grade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Touching Spirit Bear by Ben 

Mikaelsen 

�Literary 

670L 

Before We Were Free by Julia  

Alvarez  

�Literary 

890L 

 

Little Rock Girl, 1957 by  Shelley 

Maria Tougas  

�Informational 

1010L 

“Can Violent Criminals Help Troubled 

Teens” by Kristen Lewis 

�Informational 

Lexile N/A 

 

Within Cole Matthews lie anger, rage 

and hate. Cole has been stealing and 

fighting for years. This time he caught 

Peter Driscal in the parking lot and 

smashed his head against the 

sidewalk. Now, Peter may have 

permanent brain damage and Cole is 

in the biggest trouble of his life.. 

 

 

 

 

 

It is 1960, and twelve-year-old Anita 

de la Torre lives in the Dominican 

Republic where everyone lives in fear 

of the secret police. Friends and 

family have left the island. Her uncle 

disappeared. Anita's father keeps 

getting mysterious phone calls, and 

she discovers he is part of a plot to 

kill the dictator. Like it or not, the day 

arrives when Anita realizes she must 

escape. 

Nine African American students 

made history when they defied a 

governor and integrated an 

Arkansas high school in 1957. It was 

the photo of one of the nine trying 

to enter the school a young girl 

being taunted, harassed and 

threatened by an angry mob that 

grabbed the world’s attention and 

kept its disapproving gaze on Little 

Rock, Arkansas. 

Informational article about how 

around the country, troublemaking 

kids are being sent to prison for a day 

in hopes of being “scared straight”.   

 .  

Self-Selected Text (teacher):  

Suggested Supporting Media (e.g., Web addresses/URLs that support the implementation of your unit) 

http://www.pbs.org/journeytopeace/ 

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/un/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KY5TWVz5ZDU 

 

 
Cross-Curricular Connections 

 
Science Social Studies Mathematics 

Research the effects of different responses on peers and 

their emotional reactions.  

Compare/contrast historical figures that approached 

conflict with peaceful resolutions and those that took a 

more aggressive approach.   

Statistics on how conflict is dealt with typically 

955 1155 
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