
  

 

Gary CSC School District 

English Language Arts Standards Guide 

Indiana Academic State Standards 

Grade: 7  Unit : Heroes 
  

Quarter 1:  Week 1-Week 4 Quarter _1__ District Benchmarks Week 1-Week 4 Suggested Anchor Text(s) 

  

 

Freak the Mighty by Philbrick Rodman  

The Hero with a Thousand Faces by Joseph Campbell 

“What If” by Jackie French Koller  

“Grace is Helping Kids See” Scholastic.com 

 

 
Big Ideas Essential Questions  (Incorporate Real World Connections) 

Heroes and heroines can be everyday people anywhere at any time. What are characteristics of a hero? In what ways to people make a difference?  

 “I Can Statements” 

 

ISTEP Level 

�+ � �- 

• (7.RL.2.1)  I can cite several pieces of text evidence to support analysis of what a text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. *   

• (7.RL.2.2 )  I can analyze the development of a theme or central idea over the course of a work of literature. 

• (7.RL.2.2 )  I can provide a detailed summary that supports the analysis. 
*   

• (7.RL.2.3) I can analyze the interaction of elements in a work of literature (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot).  *   

• (7.RN.2.1)  I can cite several pieces of text evidence to support analysis of what a text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. *   

• (7.RN.2.2) I can analyze the development of two or more central ideas over the course of a text. 

• (7.RN.2.2) I can provide a detailed, objective summary of the text.  
*   

• (7.RN.2.3) I can analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or 

how individuals influence ideas or events). 
*   

• (7.RV.2.1) I can use context to determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases. *   

• (7.RV.2.2) I can use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonym/antonym) to better understand each of the words.  *  
• (7.RV.2.5) I can use reference materials, both print and digital (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, style guide), to find the pronunciation of a word or 

determine or clarify its precise meaning, part of speech, or origin. 
  * 

• (7.RV.3.1) I can determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in works of literature, including figurative and connotative 

meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds within a story, poem, or play. 
 *  

• (7.RV.3.2) I can determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a nonfiction text, including figurative, connotative, and 

technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 
 *  

• (7.W.3.2) I can write informative compositions on a variety of topics. My writing will: 

1. Introduce a topic clearly, organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition and classification; include 
*   



  

formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

2. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples from various sources 

and texts. 

3. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples from various sources 

and texts.  

4. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 

5. Choose language and content specific vocabulary that express ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and eliminating wordiness 

6. Establish and maintain a style appropriate to purpose and audience. 

7. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do (Verb) Skill (Noun) How? Instructional Strategies 
Cite (7.RL.2.1,7.RN.2.1)   

 

What a text says explicitly 

 

By referring to details and examples from the text. 

 

Questioning  

Text Mapping 

Cooperative learning 

Analyze(7.RL.2.2,7.RL.2.3

7.RN.2.2,7.RN.2.3 ) 

Key details from the text By referring to details and examples from the text. Questioning 

Small group guided practice 

Graphic organizers 

Quick writes 

Determine(7.RV.2.1,) 

 

  

Meaning of words By using context clues  Modeling through think alouds  

Graphic organizers 

Sorting activities 

Write(7.W.3.2) Organizational structure of ideas, 

events, concepts or information 

in the text 

By looking for chronological order, problem---solution, 

comparison/contrast, procedural, cause/effect, 

sequential, description structures 

 

Informative writing graphic organizer  

Guided Practice  

Subgroups Differentiation/Scaffolding 

� English 

Learners 

Identify cognates as they pertain to discussion/reading selections.  Identify multiple meaning words from text.  Provide visual representation of 

unfamiliar terms when available.  Activate/build background knowledge through introduction of lesson(s) that incorporate both discussion and visuals. 

Model proper responses both oral and written.   

� Tier I (Below) Activate/build background knowledge through discussion and providing visuals.  Have students represent their understanding through various modes: 

orally, written, and non-linguistic representations.  Implementation of cooperative learning small group learning activities.  

� Tier II (On) Use of graphic organizers and active engagement learning strategies.  Implementation of small group learning activities.  

� Tier III (GATE) Extend learning activities to incorporate creation /real world application relative to the topic/theme. 
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Reading Selection(s):  Unit 1- Heroes 
Suggested Anchor Texts:  Text Complexity Range: 

7th Grade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Freak the Mighty by Philbrick Rodman

�Literary 

1000L 

The Hero with a Thousand Faces by 

Joseph Campbell 

�Literary 

Lexile N/A 

 

“What If” by Jackie French Koller 

�Literary 

Lexile N/A 

“Grace is Helping Kids See” 

Scholastic.com 

�Informational 

Lexile N/A 

 

Kevin is brilliant, but his body is so 

crippled by birth defects that he has 

to wear braces on his legs. Max is 

huge and powerful, but he has been 

so scarred by life that he feels dumb 

and worthless. Independently, each 

boy seems like half a person, but 

when they meet the summer before 

eighth grade starts, they join 

together, becoming inseparable 

friends as Freak the Mighty. 

 

 

The standard path of the 

mythological adventure of the hero is 

a magnification of the formula 

represented in the rites of passage: 

separation--initiation--return 

Poem that takes a look at what the 

world might be like if folks had 

turned out differently.  

Informational article about Grace who 

is a 16 year old girl and her devotion to 

making a difference in our world.  

Self-Selected Text (teacher):  

Suggested Supporting Media (e.g., Web addresses/URLs that support the implementation of your unit) 

http://magazines.scholastic.com/news/2014/05/Grace-Is-Helping-Other-Kids-See 

https://www.plt.org/newsletter-honor-received-for-greening-school 

http://www.heroesofhistory.com/index.html 

 

 
Cross-Curricular Connections 

 
Science Social Studies Mathematics 

Recognizing fearlessness as a hero characteristic.  Students 

will research the human brain and what triggers fear.  They 

will what makes us able to overcome fear.  

Students will research different historical figures and their 

contributions as everyday heroes.  

Recognizing the probability of fearless acts.  
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